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Please refer to map. 
Jerusalem, a large city situated 
in central Israel has two "sisters" 
Samaria on her left,& Sodom on 
her right (when facing Jordan). 
The 5 "cities of the plain" are 
located along the southeastern 
tip of n^)on D> ,once upon a time 
extremely fertile soil /l po .also 
deposits of slime pits n>on nnKi 
a very important and valuable 
building material . 

The Novi further rebukes 
Jerusalem: "why did you not 
follow your sisters' ways and do 
like their abominations"? 

The Novi tells us that the 



sins of the Jerusalem in the 
time of Churban, are far more 
advanced and severe than the 
sins of Sodom And Amorah. As 
the Novi puts it*pnnN nn >p*T*m 



And you 
have "justified" 
your sister 

(i.e. Sodom) 
By all your 
abominations 
that you did! 

What'smore, 
the punishment 
of Sodom was 

-WD ro^nn 
o»t na, a 

sudden and 
quick volcanic 
destru ction 
that turned all 



Riddles: 

:>rmn h*? -fmw >jnn rmnn 

How was the TWpy done, and 

what Halakah do we learn from it? 

Answer for last weeks riddles: 

Q: who saw his great-great-great-great-great-great- 

great-uncle? 

A: the Midrash says that VP lived for 1 656 

years; he died right before the Mabul! Hence 

Shem saw his great. ...uncle 

Q: How is it possible that the twin-baby born first 
should have a later Bris? 

A: if A is born Friday m\yft\yn 1>lAnd B is born 

on m\y .A is ^iD) on Sunday, however B that 

was wn born on m\y, can be ^Oi on m\y . 

Alternatively; Reuben has a nnf)\y jnnyo 

and sold one of the twins to Shimon, the baby 

belonging to Shimon is ^iD) right away-we 

only wait eight days when the mother also 

belongs to the master (see vb*>ttl N"1 pl£) 

^ r^ 



of Jerusalem -TVMom wm ,H> 
yiH^> ,t)W2- the most cruel 
and torturous form of death — 
starvation — was their lot. 

The sin of Sodom is described 
above, plainly as being very 

successful and 



rich but not 
very hospitable 
to wayfarers 
-in short not 
following 
A v r o h o m s 
"newly found 
system" of 

d>dt)N ntnDn 

-being friendly 
to "illegal 

immigrants" 
(please 
understand 
that any kind 
of hospitality 
extended to 



5 cities (from Lots fear that the 
entire world had come to an 
end, it seems that subsequently, 
lyw was also destroyed!) into 
sulfur. The extreme heat that 
erupted, consumed the entire 
nDDD ny that spanned over 100 
miles and was the most fertile in 
the region. 

Conversely, at the Churban 



non-citizens in the US, is nothing 
but a result of Christianity that is 
a offshoot of Judaism) 

In ancient Sodom, The 
prevailing corrupt custom was 
using power and violence 
against strangers. When you 
leave humans unrestrained - 
without fear of God- human 
nature seeks "power" and 
dominion over "others" 
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contnd: in various forms, 

depending on availability and 
style. It varies from: capturing 
ones money, mind, (more 
primitive=ancient: body) 

Obviously the "law" must 
allow it. In the ancient times a 
"stranger" had no protection 
under law so his body was at 
the mercy of the citizens, and as 
you would expect, this spelled 
danger for every foreigner that 
was not a the citizen of the 
land, that where DTTDN nt^Dn 
comes in play; protecting 
and defending the vulnerable 
wayfarer 

The story of Sodom is simply 
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letting loose human instincts 
and using power over the less 
powerful (in a primitive way-if 
we may). They insisted strongly 
that Lot let them practice their 
wickedness over those Nebby 
strangers. Lot had learned from 
Avrohom the antithesis, namely, 
to protect and "stick up" with 
the greatest enthusiasm- to a 
point of radical extremism- for 
the weak and unprotected. It 
has gone so far that we need a 

Posuknm rrnn tft !?tk . 

Now it is well understood that 
the sin of Sodom is far less evil 
that the grave sin of Jerusalem. 
Worshipping all kinds of strange 
Gods, is the biggest 
corruption possible, 
especially for the 
Jewish people that 
had experienced 

the real God and just 
recently heard his 
voice at Matan Torah. 
It is treason in its worst 
form. 

Sodom and Amorah 
both once fruitful and 
/l po are laid to 
waste till the end of 
history. Whenever the 
Torah warns us about 
destruction, Sodom 
is the example. Even 
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today nothing grows; the area 
is packed with white balls of 
sulfur. Hashem put them on the 
map just to teach a lesson for 
all generations: nip noi Nt> >D 
YW let us beware on using our 
power-possession — may it be: 
intellectual, money, children, 
political, physical, over others, 
just for the sake of power, and 
let us never forget the deep 
and profound statement of 
Avrohom: TINT y>K pi >m»N >D 

>jwn mi! 

Please be advised: that 
you can receive this weekly 
publication via e-mail: 
weeklygilyon@gmail.com, or 

fax: 778-307-7777, we welcome 
all of your comments! 
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